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Jurisprudence of Muslim Minorities and Its Relationship to the Jurisprudence of

Contemporary Figh Issues (An Inductive Descriptive Study)

Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the concept of the jurisprudence of Muslim minorities, trace the historical
emergence of Muslim minorities, examine the relationship between minority jurisprudence and general
Islamic jurisprudence, and identify its main characteristics, objectives, and the ruling on engaging with
the contemporary legal issues of Muslim minorities. The study adopts the inductive method to trace
issues related to Muslim minorities, the descriptive method to present them, and the deductive method
to derive their rulings.

The study concludes that Muslim minorities are groups of Muslims living in Western countries who
seek to preserve their Islamic identity and fulfill their religious duties. Minority jurisprudence is a
contemporary term, also referred to as the jurisprudence of Muslim communities. It is defined as the
Islamic legal rulings related to Muslims living outside Muslim-majority countries. It is derived from
the sources and principles of general Islamic jurisprudence and constitutes one of its branches, while
taking into account the specific circumstances and challenges faced by Muslim minorities.

The study also finds that minority jurisprudence is characterized by referring subsidiary issues to their
legal foundations, addressing particular cases in light of universal principles, and balancing benefits
and harms according to the jurisprudence of priorities and legal weighing. Its objectives include
understanding the realities of Muslim minorities and providing suitable Sharia-based solutions within
established legal principles. The study further concludes that engaging in ijtihad concerning the new
issues of Muslim minorities is a collective obligation, particularly for qualified scholars residing in
those countries. It also highlights major legal maxims relevant to minority jurisprudence, especially
the principle of facilitation and the removal of hardship, and discusses contemporary issues such as
determining the qiblah using modern devices, relying on prayer timetables, establishing the beginning
of Ramadan through astronomical calculation, and dissolving the marriages of Muslim women through

non-Muslim courts or Islamic centers.

Keywords: Jurisprudence of Minorities, Contemporary Jurisprudential Issues, Jurisprudential

Ramifications (Nawazil).
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